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MR. ECCLESTON: Today is October 10, 

2001. The time is 8:57 a.m. hours. This is 

Christopher Eccleston of the New York City 

Fire Department. | am conducting an 

interview with the following individual: 

Q. Please state your name, rank and title and 
assigned command of the Fire Department of the City 
of New York regarding the events of September 11, 
2001. 

A. Justin Lim, Shield 5016, EMT, Battalion 
20. 

Q. Justin, were you assigned to the World 
Trade Center disaster on September 11, 2001? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Enroute to the alarm, can you tell me what 
you saw? 

A. Enroute to the alarm we saw both of the 
buildings giving up with a lot of smoke and we 
actually saw a little fire from the West Side 
Highway. 

Q. When you arrived on the scene, where did 
you park your ambulance? 

A. West and Vesey. 


Q. Can you indicate on the map with a number 
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1 where you parked your vehicle. 

A. (Complied with request.) 

Q. Whom did you first report to when you 
arrived there? 

A. At the time there was no officers, but 
there were two medics on scene, also from Battalion 
20, which told us that we were supposed to park our 
buses in the opposite direction of the World Trade 
Center in order for immediate egress. 

Q. Were you given a specific assignment by 
them after you turned your vehicles around? 

A. At the time we turned our vehicles around, 
we started to gather our equipment and we had 
treated actually several ESU and firefighters for 
minor injuries before we could actually make it to 
the Trade Center. 

Q. This was on Vesey and West where you 
treated them in? 

A. Yes. 

Q. After you treated these injured people, 

did you transport them anywhere? 

A. At the time they didn't really want to 

leave the scene and we just got a lot of the dust 


and dirt out of their eyes and we were trying to 
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evaluate them to see how serious their injuries were 
and at the time there wasn't any major injuries. It 
was just a lot of dust, minor abrasions, so we let 
them go on their way because they refused to be 
transported anywhere. 

Q. After they left you, what did you do next? 

A. We started gathering our equipment, which 
consisted of our helmet, our turn out coat and first 
aid bag, AED and oxygen bag. 

Q. And where did you respond? 

A. We started walking towards the World Trade 
Center and at that time that’s when the collapse 
happened. 

Q. That's when the first building collapsed? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did you do when the first building 
collapsed? 

A. When the first building collapsed, we both 
started -- my partner and | both started walking 
back to the vehicle and we opened up one of the 
compartment doors where we put all our equipment in 
and as it was coming down, we started seeing a mob 
of people start running towards us. So we opened up 


our back doors and we put in as many people as we 
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could and then my partner was kind of motioning to 
the civilians and the ESU workers, that whoever 
wanted to get a ride, they just hop in and we would 
take them. 

And this whole time the building was still 
coming down. It was only halfway down. | proceeded 
to get into the driver's seat and there were like 
several people running up to the bus saying, "get 
out of here." And we actually ended up driving with 
several people on the hood and people were hanging 
off the sides of the mirrors, off the back step of 
the ambulance, and I'd say we probably got about 
like 30 -- maybe 30 people out of there before it 
actually came completely down and the smoke came. 

Q. Where did you respond to when you had all 
these people? Where did you drive them to? 

A. We started going, | believe it was -- | 
guess it was Barclay or Murray. One of those two 
block. It was just before that school or the 
college. At that time everybody got off and | guess 
a couple of privates and | believe two FDNY 
ambulances were there and | guess we started staging 
around that area. 


Q. Can you indicate on the map where you 
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believe the staging area was set up? 

A. Between Warren and Murray. 

Q. Between Warren and Murray on West? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You stayed there for how long? 

A. We stayed there probably the duration. 

What happened was there was no officers and | 
started taking down the people's units. There was 
like the Jewish hospitals, the private hospitals, a 
voluntary ambulance there, there was two city FDNY 
units in there. On a napkin I wrote down all their 
units and | gave it back to Manhattan South, telling 
them | had about ten units that were being staged. 
So that's pretty much where we were. 

Q. And you were at this location when the 
second tower came down also? 

A. Actually, when the second tower came down 
we were probably at Barclay and Murray and then we 
went to Warren and Murray. We dropped off people 
here before the second one came. Because that's 
when they started coming out and they wanted to go 
back and get their friend or whatever. 

Q. So you dropped off people at West and 


Barclay? 
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A. Yes, West and Barclay. 

Q. And then you proceeded to West and Murray? 

A. At this time we were going to try to turn 
around, | believe it was, and then when we started 
turning around the second building came down. So we 
then turned around, and that's how we ended up 
there. 

Q. So when the second building came down, 
you're indicating you were at Barclay and West? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Or West between Barclay and Vesey? 

A. Right. After that then we were treating 
some minor aided again. It was all debris and dirt 
and when the second building came down we, again, 
took as many people as we could and then we moved 
here. 
You moved to Murray and West? 
Correct. 


Correct? 
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Correct. 

Q. Do you remember unit designations from 
these units that were with you or the names of 
people who were with you? 


A. | know that -- 
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Q. To the best of your memory. 

A. I know there was one guy from a Queens 
hospital. | was in the academy with him and he was 
there, | believe, with a voluntary ambulance. 

Q. Do you remember what his name was? 

A. I believe his name was James Mahoney. 

Q. James Mahoney? 

A. Yes. And then there was another Jewish 
hospitals there. | think Hatzolah | think it was 
and then there was another guy that had a gold 
shield on and he had -- 

Q. The pais? The curls? 

A. Yeah, the curls and he was trying to 
direct everybody but, you know, but he was still 
caught in the chaos. He wasn't really doing much. 
He was yelling at everybody. So he started trying 
to take people on his own and transport people that 
haven't even been triaged. So he wasn't any help. 
And by that time, before they yelled for a gas leak 
for another evacuation, there were a few lieutenants 
there and they kind of gave direction, and there 
were staging areas all over the place. 

Q. How long do you believe you remained at 


Murray and West? 
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A. I'd probably say maybe 40 minutes. 

That's actually before -- a couple of minutes before 
they started assigning the units to the Chelsea 

Pier. So we treated who we could and we asked 
everybody if they wanted to be transported and most 
of them said no, and then they reassigned us to 
Chelsea Pier. 

Q. So from Murray and West you responded to 
the Chelsea Pier; is that correct? 

A. They started assigning people there. We 
were kind of blocked in and then we -- they said 
everybody started running towards us and then a few 
minutes later we heard there was a gas leak. So 
that's when they wanted us to evacuate. So at that 
time we took -- | believe we took two firefighters 
and we went back to Chelsea Pier and we dropped them 
off half way, because they wanted to get out. 

Q. Do you have any idea approximately what 
time this was? 

A. No. 

Q. You can use the time line, | don't know if 
this will help had you at all. The north tower went 
down at 10:30, 10:29. 


A. (No response.) 
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Was it after 12? Was it before 12? Noon? 
It was probably around noonish. 


Around noonish? 
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Yes. 

Q. Do you have anything else you would like 
to add to this, to the events that happened prior to 
12:00 noon? 

A. As far as criticism? 

Q. Anything you want to tell me. Anything 
you saw, anything you heard, any emotions you felt, 
any feelings. 

A. In the beginning when we first staged by 
West and Vesey, I had a lot of firefighters that are 
friends from my department that walked over to the 
building about ten minutes before we started to and 
that was the time the building collapsed. They 
probably just got to the front door. We treated 
firefighters, lieutenants, captains. Actually the 
biggest downfall to this whole thing was probably 
the communications with the private hospitals, 
because some of them didn't have unit designations, 


just vehicle ID numbers. They had no clue what to 
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basically didn't want to listen. Initially they 
didn't want to give information. You know, it took 
me a while to convince them, you know, we have to 
stage here, because there were a lot of wounded. We 
were actually trying to stage there and get them 
treating patients so that we could turn back and see 
if we could get anybody else. That's when they 
called the gas leak and everybody had to turn and 
run. 

Q. Anything else you would like to add? 

A. That's it. 

MR. ECCLESTON: This concludes our 
interview. The time is 9:09. I thank you 
very much for your corporation. The counter 


on the tape is 212. 


